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From Pastor Gregg
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Kentucky Baptists Regional Equipping Tour
On August 21, 2018, we are excited that FBC London will host an evening of seminars
sponsored by the Kentucky Baptist Convention. We hope you will make plans to attend to help
with hospitality as well as to take part in one of the programs.
Classes will be available for: Church Security, Church Revitalization, Sunday School Directors, Women’s Ministries, Sunday School Teachers, Children's Ministry, Student Ministry, Campus
Ministries, Worship and Music, and Prayer Ministry.
If you are interested in attending, you can register online at www.kybaptsist.org/equip, or call
866-489-3571. The classes will run from 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
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We recently moved from our downtown apartment to a more tranquil
location. I enjoy waking up to the sounds of birds singing instead of the roar of big
trucks and the wail of sirens. But the idea of moving is not necessarily a pleasant
thing. In fact, on my list of the top 10 things that I really don’t like, moving has
moved up a couple of notches. Let me give you a piece of personal advice.
Try to never move in July when it is the hottest week of the summer!!!
Let me share with you some really exciting news. Recently I asked
Greg Kitzmiller to review our analytics from our web site and our church
app to see how many people are viewing our Sunday morning services on
Live Stream and YouTube. The results were quite encouraging. We are
running anywhere between 75 to 326 viewers on any given Sunday. It
won’t be long until our online congregation will outnumber our in-house
congregation. Talk about a mission opportunity. We have people watching
from all over the world. We thank the Lord for how He has blessed our ministry.
This brings me to the reason why we need to go ahead and purchase the
new HD Video equipment. This project is as much a mission project as sending a
team. Both are important and both deserve our support. Thank you to all who
have given. We are close to finishing up this purchase. Continue to pray. In time
we hope to be reaching several hundred more people every Sunday.
It’s been great to see how our new Student Minister Caleb Wigginton is
bonding with our youth and already planning and praying about some great ideas
on reaching young lives with God’s love. God is so good to us. We are seeing
how the Lord is directing and answering prayers on so many levels.
This is a great time to be a part of the First Baptist Family. Blessings!

Free For All
Sunday, July 29
See Sherry Osborne to volunteer.

Page

2

Summer
Bible Studies
Tuesdays
3 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Expecting to See Jesus
This seven-week study
was written by Anne
Graham Lotz and will
be lead by Sabra Huff.
It begins July 10 and
will meet in the JoAnn
James classroom.
Wednesday
12 p.m.
The Holy Spirit
Sarah Bivins is the
author and teacher of
this four-week class that
begins July 11 in the
Fellowship Hall. Bring
your lunch and join the
group!
Wednesday Evenings
6:30 p.m.
The Armor of God
This group meets in
the Alathean/Bonoth
classroom. It is written
by Priscilla Shirer and
is led by Sharon Kidd.
Jeremiah
The Old Testament
Book of Jeremiah is also
being taught on
Wednesday nights in the
Men's Sunday School
classroom. The teachers
are Joe Allen, Tom
Houchens, and Terry
Bryant.

The Bridge

Page

From Glenn
I shared with the Worship Team a few weeks back that I read through the book of
Proverbs every month. I've been doing this for several years and I am always amazed at how
the Holy Spirit will show me something different from one month to the next while reading
the same verse again.
Last month in a sermon, I shared this verse with you: "Guard your heart above all
else, for it is the source of life." The word "guard" stood out one month when I first started
reading through Proverbs, and it reminded me to protect my heart from the things in this life
that would pull me away from God. A month or two later, "for it is
the source of life." hit me between the eyes! The Holy Spirit was
helping me to realize that Jesus lives in my heart, my heart belongs
to Him, and He is my source of life in this life.
I encourage you to try a 31 day Proverbs challenge. Read
chapter 1 on the first day of the month, chapter 2 the second day,
and so on. When you get through the first month, I dare you to
start over the next month and see what God says to you through the
same verses you read previously. You'll be amazed, I promise.
Here's a verse from today, that I shared with the Worship Team: "Don't be wise in
your own eyes; fear the Lord and turn away from evil." Proverbs 3:7 CSB

Spiritual Formation
It was only two weeks ago when many of our church family went on a short term Mission
Trip to take the gospel of Jesus to Alaska. One of our deacons, Sherry Osborne went to
Alaska and before that, to Haiti in June to share Christ there. Kevin Taylor went with his
brothers to Vietnam in the spring on a mission trip. All these missionaries will get a chance to
tell their stories soon, but to get a preview, ask them their favorite experiences when you see
them at church. One of our own college students, Kayla Huff is spending the summer helping
with the Campus Outreach Service Project in Sandusky, Ohio. Many more of our youth are
now taking part in Mission Fuge, gathering with other teens to provide help with service projects in Louisville.
In addition to all of our career missionaries and short term missionaries, we need to pray for
our own First Baptist mission opportunities that take place here in Laurel County on a regular
basis. I thought of the following groups and I hope you will let me know if I have left any out.
Please pray for: those helping with the Homeless Shelter providing meals and food for their
pantry, those helping with the Family Night Out meal once a month in our Fellowship Hall, the
bus ministry, the outreach ministry of our walking track and gym, the Free for All, the food pantry, help with utilities of the needy, Come-Unity Co-operative Care filling of bags of food for
the elderly each month, the Sunday School classes at Laurel Heights, Laurel Village, and Village
Heights, our 4th Saturday Serve, our community-wide all day seminars with Beth Moore and
Priscilla Shirer, our Summer Sports Camp for children, our Shoebox Ministry for children all
over the world, the Back Pack Ministry, the Angel Tree Ministry, and helping with the Laurel
County Life Center. These and other outreach ministries are needing our help and prayers.
We have been given the most amazing privilege of asking God where He wants us each to give
our time and resources to help Him in one or more places of ministry at home and throughout
the world.
Yesterday my sister-in-Law, Donna Durham Brooks wore a shirt with this reminder written
on the back - "People are our Mission". Our opportunities for missions are as numerous as the
people in the world. God will guide us to those who are ready for spiritual seeds and also practical help. Since we are in the ministry of passing our blessings forward, may we all support with
time, finances, and prayers the opportunities and people God puts in our paths each new day.
With you on the journey,
Sharon
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Library News
Wacky Wednesday Schedule:

July 11 – The Incredibles
July 18 – Wet n’ Wild
July 25 – Old Fashioned Summer Fun
August 1 – Back to School is Cool

The FBC Deacons have given
the following books to the library:
Catching the Wind in memory of
Bennie Wilder, A Moonbow Night in
memory of Louise Walden, and
Cherished Mercy in memory of Pearl
Taylor. Check ‘em out!

Wednesdays @ 6 p.m.

Women’s Retreat

Sept. 14 -16
$100 / person
Sign up outside church office.

From Caleb

FBC Student Ministry Update:
Let me start by thanking ALL the FBC family for being so warm and welcoming as I begin my ministry here in
London. I can already tell that our time together will be special. In addition, thanks to all who came on Sunday, July 1st
to support me at the reception. The gifts I received were truly a blessing from the Lord and will continue to help me
as I get settled. I have written notes of thanks to those who left names, however, some were left anonymous. To
those unnamed, I would like to extend a special thank you, your gifts were so appreciated. I am so excited to see what
the Lord will do in and through First Baptist London.
In other news…
On Sunday, June 24th, the mission team of 22 returned home from an incredible stay in The Great Land of Alaska. As one of those 22, I speak for the rest
of the group when I say that our time was well spent and greatly enjoyed. We
were able to build deeper relationships not only between ourselves, but with the
150 kids who came to participate in the Kenai Sports Camp. The love of Christ
was effectively shared through the convenient avenue of sports; basketball, football, and archery. On behalf of everyone,
I thank you for your support and ask for
your continued prayers as Christ’s light
shines on Alaska.
Coming up…
The Student Ministry began a busy several weeks as a group left on
Thursday, July 5th, for FCA Leadership Camp at Campbellsville University.
The students connected with fellow believers, worshipped, competed, and
learned how to be more effective leaders for Christ in their schools and on
their sports teams. I ask that you continue to pray for LIFE CHANGE… not
only for our students but also for the 500+ other FCA campers.
We returned from FCA Leadership Camp on Sunday, July 8th, and
less than 24 hours later, another group of students headed out for Mission
FUGE in Louisville. Through the course of the week the students will be
doing mission projects, worshipping, and studying the life of the Apostle Paul
in efforts to continue his mission of carrying the Gospel to the world. Again,
I ask for your prayers for our students as they continue to be shaped by the
Holy Spirit.

